Fleur McDonald ‐ Bio
From wrangling ewes to marking mobs of
lambs, Fleur never knows where the
inspiration for her next novel will come from –
but you can rest assured, it often comes from
experiences she’s had firsthand.
“It’s rural literature and it’s very important
that if you’re going to be authentic you write
about something you know,” she says.
Fleur has always been passionate about
writing, but it wasn’t until she was a new mum
that she decided to get serious about it. Sleep
deprived and just coping with the demands of
a young child with autism, she decided to try
and write kids stories for her son, to help with
concentration. She needed to write about the
things he knew and understood; farm animals,
tractors and stock.
“I had always been a bit of a writer – stories, letters. But between the ages of 18 and
25 I didn’t write, it wasn’t cool to be seen writing. I started writing again when my
youngest, who was born in 2001, was diagnosed with autism.”
Fleur’s parents identified their daughter’s talent early and gave her a gift of a
comprehensive writing course. The gift had no expiry date. When Fleur finally came
to enroll her tutor quickly recognised her skill for storytelling.
“My tutor said I was hiding my light under a bushel. I then asked if he thought I had
the ability to write a women’s fiction novel like Rachael Treasure? He said ‘Yes I
could.’ I don’t like saying ‘I sat down and wrote Red Dust’ because that’s really
disrespectful to the writers who have trained, learned and studied the craft of
writing, but that is sort of what happened.
Fleur had a two‐book deal in Germany before Red Dust was even published in
Australia. In 2009 Red Dust was the highest selling novel for a debut author. In 2010
Red Dust was short listed for the Australian Book Industry Awards as Newcomer
(Debut) Author of the year and the R*BY awards. Next came Blue Skies, then Purple
Roads and Silver Clouds in April 2013. Crimson Dawn was published in 2014, paired
with a tour around NSW and WA. Next to come, Emerald Springs and most recently
Indigo Storm.

Her stories are set in rural Australia and feature strong female characters and solid,
no nonsense, countrymen. Fleur’s characters are inspired by the tough, complex and
genuine people she’s met during a lifetime living in remote Australia.
Fleur was born and bred in Orroroo in the mid‐north of South Australia, the daughter
of fuel distributors who covered a quarter of Australia. She spent many of her early
years in a truck with her dad, driving through small rural towns to make deliveries.
Fleur studied Agribusiness at college and undertook a prac on a property near
Esperance. That was 20 years ago and since then Fleur has been living and working
on an 8000acre farm in regional WA. There have been great times and hard times, as
the land has thrown massive challenges her way. She now lives in Esperance with her
children and a Jack Russell and is concentrating on her writing.
“Writing for me is definitely an escape, absolutely,” she says. ‘You can make it rain
when it’s needed, dry up the puddles with sun and kill people without getting into
trouble!’
Fleur says her writing is motivated by her strong desire to show city people that
country people are much the same as them, they just do different jobs.
“I love creating very strong female characters, all my characters are much stronger
than me,” she says.
“I have characters running round in my head all the time, I just pick one and see if
they work together. People love a happy ending; boy gets girl or vice versa, but it’s
not what I’m about. I like to think there’s more to my storylines than just love. For
me the mystery and crime side of my books holds more attraction than the
romance.”
Fleur is now the author of seven best‐selling books, all set around Australia’s Rural
Industry. INDIGO STORM is her latest, published by Allen & Unwin in March 2016.
For all publishing enquiries, contact the Naher Agency’s website at
www.naher.com.au For all media and event enquiries, please contact
publicity@allenandunwin.com

